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Making a Name

How D) Knnl Herc Lost His Accent and
Started Hlp Hop

. the logic is an extension rather than a negation. Alias, a.k.a.; the
names describe a process of loops From A to B and back again.
Paul D. Miller

It has become myth, a creation myth, this West Bronx party at the end of the
summer in 1973. Not for its guests—a hundred kids and kin from around the

way, nor for the setting—a modest recreation room in a new apartmient complex;
not even for its location—two miles north of Yankee Stadium, near where the

- Cross-Bronx Expressway spills into Monhcﬂan Time remembers it for the night

DJ Kool Herc made his name. Rl

The plan was simple enough, occordmg to the parry s host, Cindy Compbell .

“] was saving my money, because what you want to do for back to school is go -
* down to Delancey Street instead of going to Fordham Road, because you can
get the newest things that a lot of people don’t have. And when you go back to
- school, you want to go with thlngs that nobody has so you could look nice and
fresh,” she says. “At the time my Neighborhood Youth Corps paycheck was like

forty- five dollars a week—hcl—»and they would pay you every two weeks. So-
s hpw am | gonna turn over my money? | mean, this is not enough moneyl"

Cmdy caleulated itwould cost a little more than half her paycheck to rent the
~ rec room in their oporfment burldmg at 1520 Sedgwrck Avenue. Her brorher,
- whom she knew as Clive but everyone else knew as Kool Herc, was an aspir-

ing DJ with access to a powerful sound system. All she had to do was bulk-buy |

some Olde Engllsh 800 malt I|quor, Colt 45 beer, and sodo, and udverhse the
pﬂﬂy . : i
She, Clive and her fnends hand-wroie the announcements on index curds,
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Clive's father was now their soundman, and the band wanted somebody to play
records during intermission. Keith told them he could get his son. But Clive had
started up his own house party business, and somehow his gigs always hap-
pened to fall at the same fimes as the band” -»leavmngsl(elth so angry he refused
to let Clive touch the system. “So here go elumns in my-iroem, and my
father says, ‘Don’t touch it. Go and
Dolphy said, ‘Don't worry Clive, I'l
my mind, Jesus Christ, | got thy

At the same time, his F_cthgf
powerful, but no one could
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O-Wall. Clive says, “I remember police riding around in big old trucks, tanks. .
And some people who were brothers or friends would turn on each other. It was
like a civil war.” : e

By then, the CQmee“s no Ionger lwed in Trenchtown near the onilhie:.
They had moved east across the city to a house in Franklyn Town, a quieter ur-
ban neighborhood of strivers below Warieka Hill and the upper-class neighbor-
hood called Beverly Hills. It was a modest but\lush property near. the famous
Alpha Boys School. .

“We had like seven dlfferent Frunts growmg in oun yard We had dlfferenf
types of peppers,; lower: ~'..'you know, it was hghtl" Clwe recalls. ”We was Vtoo
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In the summercf 177 CHISKINIENS tags seemed to explode across the city.
Like thousands of other kids, Clive, Jerome and their friend Richard picked up
markers and spraycans. Rich became »UNC,LE RICH, Jerome became YOGI and
Clive became CLYDE AS KOOL 4 . | .

“They couldn't recall my name Clive,” he says. “So the closest you could
come was Cly O basketball player. They'd be like, ‘You mean
like ‘Clyde’ Frazier?’ ‘Yeah! _Clyde; Let's leave it like that.” So | started to write
that. And where | picked 'quk.&dmiwas ‘ ‘

was driving one of them ASion‘M@ﬂiﬂs': hké‘fhié'rdd‘me‘srﬂjondl car, and his ciga-
rette was right there by the gear shi t, white ‘

A gloves, dark glasses and just driving
through the countryside— l?-éb ool Th Himjshe irsached rover fo
& goes—rrrrrrrint] ops the car, leans over, opens the

his TV cigarette commercial, A guy

¥ U A e St laee G |

LYDE ASKOOL" he says. “lput
mou and a little ciggreﬁ?e?ﬁ?jng S ’.,jk |3 N
Jack's t:!f;-,":- * N
nier stylists, ‘a‘ndz\fﬁ'_e;fb_e\ggnuhdhg--
L MARKO, STAY HIGH 149

¥




. g, just call me Herc.” Betweg,, hg
man, IUst call me Herc, 1eave fher and | dropped the Clvdg |

nt. Their baby brother v,

them out the windoy, A
ting the window curtqin,
out anyone getting hurt
hen the fire departmen;
really in one room, by




floor and the fancy footwork and all of that.” They even called it-a hard-won
irony— “burning.” ‘ ;

James Brown's careerhad peaked in the late 19605 with the Black Power
Movement. He performed “Say it Loud (I'm Black and I'm Proud)” without apol-
ogy on national television, and his mere presence in town, it was said, pre-
vented riots in racially tense Boston in the immediate aftermath of Martin Luther
|(|ng,Jr s assassination. ,

But during the early ]97@5» GﬁlfUdes changed Across fhe country, Black

- mayors took over in cities that had once burned, class gaps widened and Black
i radio shifted to the fastes -UpW@rdly mobile listeners, Coleman Young became
F mayor of Motown, while Berry Go depprted for Hollywood James Brown’s
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