Afrika Bambaatag flying his cut sleeves downtown.
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U and Faith of Afrika Bambaataa

"~ —Napoleon Wilson, Assault on Precinct 13

ger with Big rep. “When he walked through
j' he "Wos like The Godfather walking through




"Bam was the leader. You'd roll up in—Bronx- flle1is representsq We in
Bronxdale, we up in Soundview, we in Castle Hlll—whereverhfhey was throy,
a block party, we was there. Here com@js Bam, {'nerehcomes the :.mOUnge’ ’he@
comes the army. Wherever Bam was gomg: thf s where some shit was gq, be
that's where you need to be. If you wasn't there even for ‘the meC’:l Up, yo,
know the word got back real quick. ‘Yol Bam and them moving, there's o party

going on over there.””

Living Twice at Once
Ofthe three kings, the trinity of hip-hop music—DJ Kool Herc, Grandmaster Flash
and Afrika Bambaataa—the most enigmatic is Bambaataa Kahim Agsim

It is not because he is reclusive. In fact, unlike Herc and Flash, he hqs never
retreated far from the public eye. Through his prolific recording career and his

beyond Planet Rock.

When hip-hop lost jts way, h '
Y, he added o fifth element_~
expla.ms, are aboyt having “right knowledge, right W,'sdo,,:,nl:)'v::?d,ge'~ 2ulus, he
anc! right sound reasoning, meaning that we want oy peo' l'g t Oversfqnd.ing'
tuality versys beliefs, Factology versus beliefs ” il With fac.

are slippery like quicksilver.



xample, that Bambaataa was born in Manhattan to parents
and Barbadian descent. But he refuses fo disclose when or under
ny biographies have incorrectly listed his birth name as Kevin
‘ i‘"‘é;i hdéhnppened to be the leader of record-label owner
oand, the Harlem Underground Band.! Perhaps he was in
as a youth. He had multiple graffiti tags, including BAM-
'BOM 117—the latter an acronym he once told Ger-
baataa Osisa Mubulu.2

 birthdate as April 10, 1960. Other biographers
s June 17, 1957, The month of April seems correct.
as thrown joint birthday parties with Bam. But if

ord before the age of fen, and started The Orga-
ulu Nation, at the age of thirteen. Most likely,
1957. He won't say. “We never,” he pointedly
: nough to ask, “speak on my age.”

éyeali_ng such personal information. Earlier in

 of time and age. , ‘
elf with good humor. The Zulu Nation’s

inal Bambaataa was a late-nineteenth- :

don the signs and obsjects of
nem a resurrected witch doctor
k it, then stood be-
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rning how to flash -
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Can’'t Stop Won't Stop

it."® No one ever debated whether Bambaataa could stop the bulles, He m
you believe he dld

tive figure, the Promefheon firesforter of the
l

str Uct
at would shape generationq| reb |

eration seem to rise from the
! *anslm s hfe—godfothe,

5 time and place. |n 1971,
oJ as first bused to Steven

as part of a coyrt.
e of Black students,
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k role of any consequence. In the climacy
ith their bayonets arrayed silently before
opped at the very lip of their boots, Hqgq fh
later, after civil fights and Black power, q.

the early ‘60s, he was captivateq
3d the British camp at Isandhlwang,
ats strewn across the African plain, |t
marriage ceremony and victory
who tend to feud loudly amongst

ve, undifferentiated mass. Here is
utnumbered defenders of white

e o prevail over the unceasing

mages of Black solidarity.
rriors appear atop the
their spears to their
Although many of

he night, the Zulus




was all over.the place. Students | knew
e same time, white gangs joined together

jroup began a war with the white
repression eventually drove their
turn Spades and then flip Bronx

g unofrald to cross turfs to
| was a person who was al-
1s with the Nomads. If | was

pl ‘was with. Although
7 efﬂhe;Nomods some
beﬂNeen.gengs did not

you had prob-
ve on you," he

ﬁhaining claim to history is to be :

Vhen | came into any




Can’t Stop Won't Stop

Farms. But
seemed‘to:‘-‘g'b
. describe

school to attack areas ang ma

ke 'hem

zonsolidate Bronx River's Conry
o

Soundview, Castle Hill gng
The Spades soon Moveg

s and became the city's
inct, there was q Spades

’

chool, Bambaataq feg

the first week things
, in the third person, he
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‘ 'h‘ér housing pr0|ecfs came into his fo|d The Or—
ntually ‘i:'é ped t

rings and parties.
IO cnd other Bronx River DJs like DJ Tex

l’de over a ritual of motion and fun.
y to do your thing, plugging into the




patro| on
n a car who were acting

' police chasing
arles lacovone,
officers in the




grossrools effort to reduce tensions in the neighborhoods. They urged Bam-

baataa and the Spades not to retaliate, to let the justice system do its work. But

the Peacemakers gang had already declared open season on police and fire-

fighters. Other gang leaders called Bambaataa to offer their support should he

choose to declare war ¢ - ‘

' Many years later, |

electro version of

13. That movie hat ed in a new ge

come fo include Im ike | Petrie’s 1981 remake of the 1948 John Wayne
ort Apache: The Bronx. Instead of Indian braves, Zulu

auding waves of dark, heavily armed

op-killed brothers. Bambaataa’s attach-
: Did he sympathize with the attackers

rriors appeared on the moun-
ad of qﬁcéking,‘ they raised
oute to the bravery of the
Ky @Zu,l.t\;lqnd.g_ In 1964, a




roups that came around fropm, differ,
and spoke to a lot of the Street qo

Fgang,

heaven for the meek? Only Contre,
) i k% he Honorable Minister Louis Fq.
York (also called Imam Isa, of
he Ansaaru Allah communify,

“They held the teachings of
e up Black man and Black

nger a focus: “I wasn't
estioning all that and
the struggles every-
did from country to
jah Muhammad was
ler and wiser, you see




Soul Salvation

closer, the word began getting out. Jazzy Jay
€ up and said, ‘Yeah you heard that cat Bam-
a Bambaataa and the Zuly Nation now. He
Nation.”
heart of the organization, in the form of the
ings started with five main guys: Zambu Lanier,
, Shaka Reed, Aziz Jackson. Then came the
'Was just as many women that could tear guys
» men,” Bambaataa says. Then the rappers
| Sha-Rock, who was the first two females
Poo.”
nx to an era of style, celebration and opt-
had the Hell's Angels looking type jackets or
ust fo show you were an outlaw and you
ut there,” he says. “It almost flipped back to
vearing the nice satin jackets and the nice
ts, then you had the aerosol paintings on
yol. It just started switching the whole cul-
t down’ atmosphere.”
. Organization's credo. “What is the
| later ask. “The job of a Zulu is to sur-
ith all walks of life upon this planet
ledge, Wisdom, and Understand-
> never be the aggressor or oppres-
‘hﬁu? if or when attacked by others who
| Zulus are ordered in the name of Al

~



was a reckl

Black tagger
was the Baby S|
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 the bridge on his bike. A burly
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dge again, he had it in
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nized the music and the dances from the gang parties and the park jams, but it
was like he was e periencing it again for the first fime. When the room filled, the

DJ sfopped the usic. Then that guy from the bridge got on the microphone.
‘ ‘Abrahanfe recalls "He was saying how hcppy he was

: ,wve,ek later, | was meeting more and more kids,
River fo everybody. | mean it was inspiring.”
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named. But in the cooling sunlight of a
ty of an indoor one—from everywhere a
| g the groove, ciphers and crews burn-
the lifeblood pulsing and spirit
| turned it info the ceremony of a
y how their world was supposed to
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